
A Foreign Country is the fourth studio album from acclaimed 
Melbourne based singer/songwriter and guitarist Jed Rowe. The 
album was released nationally in July 2017.

There is a distinct Australian thread running through A Foreign 
Country, with Australian characters, towns and landscapes 
featuring heavily. Paradoxically though, many of the songs were 
finished while Rowe was on tour in Europe late in 2016. During 
the month long stint Rowe spent his down time in a rented 
apartment above the street in Northern Germany, working 
through his collected song ideas and crafting them into the songs 
on A Foreign Country. It is the work of a songwriter writing 
about what he knows, but with the perspective of observing it 
from a distance.

The album title references the often quoted line from LP 
Hartley’s novel The Go-Between: “The past is a foreign country: 
they do things differently there.” The protagonists in songs like 
Tailem Bend and Devil Wind seem to belong to an Australia that 
no longer exists. They inhabit the declining remnants of railway 
outposts or farming towns whose heyday is long past. These 
characters aren’t wallowing in nostalgia, however - they’re 
grappling with the harsh realities of a present that feels 
increasingly foreign to them.

There are departures from these central themes: Life and Silk 
Road both reflect an eastern musical influence and showcase 
Rowe’s deft lap-slide guitar work, while As The Crow Flies is 
tongue in cheek escapism with old-timey fiddle from John 
Bedggood and an emotive duet vocal from Beth Barker. 

Rowe continues his working relationship with co-producer and 
multiple ARIA winner Jeff Lang. The raw production aesthetic of 
their two previous collaborations is again employed on this 
record,  with minimal accompaniment allowing Rowe’s evocative 
slide guitar and vocal to speak undiluted on tracks like the etheric 
opener You And I. Cat Canteri (drums), Justin Bernasconi 
(guitar), and Lang (guitar) contribute to a full band sound on 
angry slow burner See No Evil, while Green Eyes uses layered 
lap steel guitar and vocal delay to great effect.

For fans of: Jason Isbell, Paul Kelly,  Gillian Welch,  Steve Earle, 
Kelly Joe Phelps, Fleet Foxes, Tim Buckley, Iron & Wine – all 
those folks who write great songs that come from the heart and 
then sing them like they don’t need the money.

A Foreign Country is available now through the usual digital 
outlets through MGM Distribution. Jed Rowe is touring 
nationally from August to December. 

Haunting, earthy and evocative sounds meet keenly observed 
storytelling from one of Australia’s finest singer songwriters.

JED ROWE  
A FOREIGN COUNTRY

“Heartland alt-country shot 
through with nostalgia.”

Rolling Stone

“As fine a tune as I’ve 
heard this year.”

The Courier Mail

“Rowe stands out in the pack”
Rhythms Magazine
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JED ROWE  
A FOREIGN COUNTRY TOUR

AUGUST
31st Smith’s Alternative Bookshop, Canberra ACT

SEPTEMBER
1st True Grit Presents @ Village Church, Annandale NSW

2nd The Shack, Brookvale NSW
3rd Cobargo Hotel, Cobargo NSW

8th The Melba Spiegeltent, Collingwood VIC
14th Red Velvet Lounge, Cygnet TAS

15th The Chapel, Burnie TAS
16th Mountain Mumma, Sheffield TAS

OCTOBER
4th Wooloweyah Hall, Wooloweyah NSW

5th 5 Church St, Bellingen NSW
6th Wauchope Arts, Wauchope NSW

7th Uralla Arts, Uralla NSW
8th The Junk Bar, Brisbane QLD

20th The Wheatsheaf, Thebarton SA
21st Patchewollock Music Festival, Patchewollock VIC

NOVEMBER
3rd Skylark Lounge, Upwey VIC

4th Saint Monday, Yackandandah VIC
5th Merry Muse, Canberra ACT

17th & 19th Cullyfest, Toowoomba QLD

DECEMBER
8th Wanneroo Folk Club, Warwick WA

10th Fremantle Arts Centre, Fremantle WA

Visit www.jedrowe.com for details
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